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"WASHINGTON.

A T seven o'clock on a brilli-
& antly fine morning in-June,

1954,  the - British  {reighter
Spnn"foxd (3,500 tons) was
lying off the Pacific coast of

Guatcmald, about (o discharge
her cargo of cotton into-barges.

‘Suddenly a twin-boomed I 38
aiveraft  appeared  and, without
warning, dive-bombed the ship..
The first bomb—a 500-pounder—
landed on the deck a few feect
from most of the crew but did
not explode. Nor did the sccond.
The third did, Miraculously, nonc
of the crew was injured, but the
ship was driven ashore and written
oft as a total loss,

To this day. not a pumy of
or compeasation  has
been paid o the owners, the
?mxm.wdl Shipping Company. All
they have recovered is £180.000
fromy London underwriters for the
lass of the hull, which was insured
acainsg war risk,

And yet the cncumslanccs of
the wholly uuprovoked attack on
this unmmcd and innocent ship
.are well known, Questions have
been asked in the Housc of.
Commons, diplomatic and other
Government action promxs»d—-au
to no avail,

3 YR nET

depot outside the city. Anotner,
Major Ferdinand Froederick
Schupp, bombed the Springfiord,

As a whole, the coup was a suc-
cess, Indeed American officials cite
it as a highlight of the C.LAVS
carcer,

Mr, Richard Bissell; then Diree-
tor of Plaps, who was later dis-
missed by President Kenpedy aftcr
the Cuban invasion fiasco in 1963,
openiy admits this, Others have
taliked, too.

Dut the {rankest account of the

Springfjord rald was given by
Setor Rudolfo Mendoza, a ring-
léader dn  the Castillo-Armaz

adventure, who flew as Major

-Schupp's wing-man on the fatcfm

For seven ycars the chmxman .

of the Springwell Company, Capt.  §

Peler Longton. strug
- restitution. Then
until last year,
of articles

gled to obtain
he gave up—
when, in a scrics
published by The
Sunday; Telegraph’ about the
American  Central  Iatelligence
_Agency, he 3T.Iast Icarnt why Ais

6 had been wxcckcd

The story behind the afair: is
this, In the carly summer of 1954
it was decided in Washington that

« action must be taken to sccure the
uvcuhmw of Guatemala's

Lafi-”

.~_m~ President,  Jacob  Arbenz
Suzman, Tncxe was reason o
believe that arms from behind mc

Iron Cuuam were on thely way ¢
the republic. and that pans wars
afoot to make
Communist stale.

In view of the threat this posed
to neighbouring Central American
states, not to mention the Panama
Canal, witl all the strategic impli-
cations this posed to America's
defence, thc C.LA, was assigned
the task of oubtin,, Arbenz, Fu'l
support was tiercfore g:vcn to an
American - rained  exil Col.
Carlos Castilio-Armaz, to stﬂg(. a
coup d'détat,

Ap “instaat airforce  of war-
surplus fighter-bombers -operating
out.of a baac in Bl Salvador was
duly furnished. Amcrican mer-
cenaries Aew these planes,- One of
them, Jerry <de Larm, carricd out
raids on the capital, knocking out
the Shell Company's oil stdrage

it a full-fledged -

-the Sprin

day. He is now Director of Avia-
tion in Guatemala. -
. Sald he in a tele-recorded

interview, which was granted an
American broadcasting compary
but has never, intriguin
been ghown:

“ (00, So we had this news at
the base. that an English mip Was
appmacnin*’ bringing .somc plants
for the Gm‘cmmcn‘: There was
three Spitfires and pilots in it

“8g we said: “The best thing
to do is sink the ship/

“So we take on the c,nm with
the P38 with three bombs., One
was a 1,000-pounder, two were

500s,
“Schupp, in the first dive he
made  at  the saip. the bomn

didn't explode but it made a big
bole, it went right through. Same
thing with the second bomb—
went right through.

“Then 1 saw ‘the crew——some
ot fast Dboats and got away
There was only one bomb left,

“Schupp dived in ciose 10 the
';hm and the bomb c.nlodcn C e
and bLlew seme of the clevators
ol his airplanc. .. ."”

It turned out, of course,
wfjord was carrying
Suitiires, As a mattar of fact
was under time-charier to
Araerican Grace Lin

thit
no
|he

the

astal
vade for which -she had been
specially  and  expensively fitted
out.
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mala City o

Valls was cor 3
President and invited (o dinner at
nis paiace. The next mwon

nna
was nanded a.letter at nis hotel
m'(jcr‘.‘.;: him o quit Guatemala
“by that evening.

Cin guestion

e and oporat-
_ing ia thc inter-American co:

Shortly after the incident the’

Furlher efforis to obtain rediess
were 1o more  stucosssiul 1\9
Capt, Longton put
My assaciates and |
ing up the wrong iree.
(o met restitutinn from
malans, bur we
looking clsewhere”

Wl

As time want the

}f’
Nz

on
avew, L
wrading carning
Lapua‘ loss over 13 years,
.1c crew, Insur-
2a) fees and tie
i (l)n\.n lp wiih
the advice of the Doard of Tr

rade
inis o amouniad over

amount
clain—ioi
iaterest

13

jtiss of
on t)j
er(\LI 1&

3

all

£1,100,000.
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. Gaulle. would have taken

trf-rc war, 7, 1o lnns
injuries, 1 don't knnw
er, c"m I«‘m AU
and ret c*scu, c‘, about

“I S\.C i
Ywords, it wasi
you mean ?”

“awell,”
‘uneasily, “.*
‘mean, Mr

‘want lo D
2T don'y want
OD\mL' y

Halk with
-bombed the 5
down nnlJOA
Swith the help of thie I
Today he works {or the Honey
well  Corporatioa  in Housto
Texas, and mcc' o5 ‘
conditioni ng, his fyin
inz ended in a mc‘. i
vears agn, e had no hesita
whatever in confirming to i
details m the incident as snel
out by his friead Mendoza
rsaid that 1: was “only pieces’
“his plane that were hit by

xl'hmu[ ai
l’l\.bldbnlt Cisenhower, in
‘the Ume. later contirn
Sthat the C.LA. sad m.n..uJ th
41.)1"1‘1\48'
Yet none of this evidence seams
to have done Cant ongion muca
good. During his visit to Washi
“ton he was appa c:l 10 And Dritisa ]
‘Embassy ofiicials disinclined Lo he- |

craft for the °

explosion o" the 1,000ib, bamb— |
noL thc cleve iom Dut otherwise,
he  “surely  did”  recall  the ok
“adventure, C i

Al this, you might imagzine, !
swould amount to proof enougii—
cespecially as it s matter nl
. public  record the (,IA, i
‘sponsored  the i ez i
plot, and no on i
‘puted that it

it

stii themselves. Tf::_,’ acdvised Iim ;.

to sct about finding prooi but:

‘made no olicer Lo lieip. )
Apact from a minor fuiry of

factivity arl from par
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QUCJUOH.: asked soon

‘bombing, the British G nt
“has doue nothing, It seems qui:c?
prepaved £0-'sit back and accent
such blatant piracy. As Capi.:

Longton said: *1 hardly thinl

“relaxed a view if 2 Freach shi
had been involved.”
Last  week, Capt,
‘returncd to L Wit
stitl, far from scitled znd man
questions unans,w:u.m One ¢l tha
odder fentur o his m.no, is 4
the way Lloyd's readily paid up |
£1b0,000 for the hull Ol Yh aﬂi"), :
and- made -no o, arently, o .

te ata ool
i (av gald

ve  decide
ffui'th“l'dum.l‘ was u.l
spokestmien  would - say.
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